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Davide Manissero speaks about the 
different paths QIAGEN is taking 
to address the global need for rapid 
diagnostics during the ongoing 
Coronavirus outbreak that the 
WHO has declared an international 
Public Health Emergency.
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Why and how is 
QIAGEN involved 
in this worldwide 
pandemic? 
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Davide Manissero:
 
QIAGEN has a strong track record in providing 
molecular testing solutions that have been widely 
used in previous viral outbreak situations such as 
SARS (also a coronavirus), Avian and Swine flu. 
These solutions included QIAGEN components such 
as sample prep and PCR reagents, instrumentation, 
and complete workflows. 

Our QIAamp Viral RNA Mini Kit, QIAamp® 
MinElute Virus Spin Kit, RNeasy® Mini Kit and  
EZ1 DSP Virus Kits are all part of the recommended 
diagnostic protocols published by the Chinese 
Authorities, the WHO, the CDC and other agencies.  
We have also built long-standing relationships 
with public health authorities and laboratories 
worldwide, which we supported in their surveillance 
efforts with products, services, and R&D expertise. 

Our global presence and operational set-up allows 
QIAGEN to quickly ramp up production volumes 
as needed and to customize development and 
manufacturing solutions according to local demands.



Which approaches 
are you taking right 
now in response to 
the global outbreak?
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Davide Manissero:
 
QIAGEN is first and foremost ramping up the  
supply chain to make sure demand for the kits 
needed immediately can be met. 

We support the set-up and preparation of these 
Lab-Developed-Tests (LDTs) based on the protocol 
guidelines any way we can, especially until a 
commercially available solution becomes available, 
which we are working on intensely.

Our QIAstat-Dx syndromic testing solution has the  
fast time to result, ease of use and existing 
respiratory panel that makes it a potential key asset 
in this case. We are currently adding the 2019-nCoV 
strain to the pathogens covered by the test, and  
hope to have it available shortly. 

With this platform and test it will be possible to test 
potentially infected patients rapidly, in order to direct 
public health actions and ultimately provide targeted 
medical care as well as provide an opportunity to 
differential diagnosis.



Why and where  
is syndromic testing 
useful now?
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Davide Manissero:
 
In airports, on borders, on cruiseships and other 
situations that we have seen in the past weeks 
potential cases immediately create situations in which 
it becomes critical to isolate the patient and those 
who have come in contact with them. 

If our test can provide a result in about an hour,  
not only showing if the patient has 2019-nCoV,  
but also what other pathogen might be causing  
the  symptoms, he or she can be treated correctly 
and public health measured implemented.



What about situations 
where many cases 
need to be tested, 
where the virus  
has spread?
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Davide Manissero:
 
We are also working to enable customer testing on 
our high-throughput automation platforms NeuMoDx 
and QIAsymphony, to allow labs to perform many 
and continuous PCR-based tests for cases. 

For new commercial tests on these platforms we 
would seek fast track clearance to get them to 
patients that need them urgently, but even in such  
a crisis situation this takes some time.
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